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Philadelphia and Afghanistan

ver in Great Britain Johann Hari ©ped in

The Independeit hat A Yes, t
in going [forwar @dbuitig h
dwarfed by the risk of staying. A bloody escala
tion in the war is more likely to fuel jihadism than
thwart it. If Obama is serious about undermining
this vile fanatical movement, it would be much
wiser to take the hundreds of billions he is cur
rently squandering on chasing after a hundre
fighters in the Afghan mountains and redeploy it
Spend it instead on beefing up policing and intel
ligence, and on building a network of schools
across Pakistan and other flgsbints in the Mus-
lim world, so parents there have an alternative t
the fanatical madrassahs that churn out Bin Lade
-fodder. The American people will be far safer if
the world sees them building schools for Muslin
kids instead of dr dhep
IndependentQctober 21, 2009)

Here in Philadelphia, we have a great examp
of just how important that civilian approach is for|
building good relations. Aldo Magazzeni Bfav-
elling Mercieshas worked with men from more
than 28 villages in Afghanistan to install clean
drinking water systems. His message is simplé
his effect extraordinary. He is welcomed with
great smil es, his nick
makes peace by being a global citizen and wor}
ing in his own way on the WHMDG. We are
proud to have him as a member. No better way
beat terrorism than with goodwill, empathy, re-
spect and dignifying. Assisting in creating health
ful, economically independent and spiritually,
meani ngf ul ' ives 1 s th
and the worl dbés peace.

Dr. Hans Blix was in Philadelphia to speak on

Nuclear Issues and receive an award f
Project for Nuclear Awareness.-GN/
sponsored the event and had a large
gent at the dinner on Monday night.

3 Members of the UNA: Marco Salerno (LHE®),
Hans Blix (UNASW), Elias Okwara(UNASP)
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The HALO Trust landmines and cluster bombs. g
The committee as such has beel

he Adopta-Minefield dormant for a while and is not

Committee of the UNAGP  planning any activity in the near f
has decided to direct the last of future. The UNAGP will still
the funds collected for the accept donations for landmine
clearance of landmines to the  clearing, keep up the sale an
HALO trust. distribution of holiday cards,
(www.halousa.or)y and we may engage in fund-
The UNAGP will stay in- raising for landmine clearing in
volved with the work to get the relation to banning mines and ¢, for decades to come.
USA to sign a treaty to ban cluster bombs.

a place seems safe. The nightma

Weapons, weapons everywhere, not

re

of Afghanistan will leave mental

thieal UNITED NATIONS ,
Society of & ASSOCIATION \ &

Philadelphia of Greater Philadelphia &

=Qrzc

in collaboration with:

present

the unseen suffering of women and girls in eastern Congo

a film and a testimony
by
Dr. Nzanzu (Akin) Kipata Anatole

November 2nd, 6PM,
Ethical Society, 1906 South Rittenhouse Square

The event will start with the showing of amawwang documentary from the Philadsdsbigrovfdome
in War Zorfesvw.womeninwarzones)dofjowed with a short talk by Dr. Nzanzu Akin who trained &
in Eastern Congo. The evening is meant to raise awareness about the plight of the civilian po
Congo and to alert the audience to the many ways help can be steered towards local NGOs wa
Light refreshments will be served.
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http://www.halousa.org
http://www.womeninwarzones.org/
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his newsletter is late. | major developments around William Penn. Meanwhile, the
coul dnot get Ppersi dentpaplkamawos students i ¢haptersin-t h e

for a while, and then | decided UN; you all have heard and

to wait until | could report to read about it. Important as- have expressed interest in hav-
you on the outcome of several pects from the board meeting in ing some of the consuls speak

embryo (Drexel and UPenn)

wonderful events. For example, September are the appointmentat their recruiting events.

on Monday the 2Band Tues- of Mary Day Kent to the board,

Through our relationships

day the 2% Philadelphia hosted the decision to donate funds with the Philadelphia Global

Dr. Hans Blix, who was invited from the adopt a minefield cam-

Water Initiative we connected

by the Project for Nuclear paign, and ideas for several with Mrs. Baron from Lambert-
Awareness. The Philadelphiafipi pel i ne o pr o]jvidle tN3, whd doBated mBrena | |

mass media seem to be reluc-Arms, World Water Day,

than twenty boxes of stamps,

tant to report on events and is- UNESCO celebration and Inter- including a large amount of UN
sues where the city and its cit- nat i on al Wo me n G-isst DayaGoyers. Mindfll ef
zens make a gallant effort to be leadership of YPIC has to be our library project and our links
cosmopolitan and think and act revived, since its president has to the schools, | am looking for

globally, hence the paucity of left for India. Board members

ways to use this stamp collec-

reporting about this visit by a Shown and Faustin will take the tion for our educational and

truly great, international civil lead on the YPIC.
servant. The UNAGP, as a Our board member Albert

sponsor, occupied three tablesMomjian arranged for a lunch postmaster, it makes sense for

at the dinner in honor of this meeting on October 21 be-
former president of the World tween UNAGP and the Consu-
Federation of UNAs. Our mem- lar Corps of Philadelphia. The

awareness raising work. With
Benjamin Franklin as our first

the Philadelphia chapter to take
this on. | have written to the
American Philatelic Society in

ber, Soprano Sarah Davis, per- meeting focused on possible Bellefonte, PA for some guid-
formed a serenade of five songs collaboration between the two ance. If you have any interest or

during the reception and you entities. Going forward, there ideas about this, please let me

will find a picture elsewhere was a strong sense of opportu-know.

about the evening. nity for working together on a

On Saturday, UN DAY, we few events, in particular regard-
performed our duties as global ing the library project and the Space, time and loss of energy

Of course | am forgetting
many an issue, but so be it.

citizens and roamed Ritten- idea of an annual gala around require a full stop for now.

house Square to convince anythe founding father of Philadel-
passersby that action is neededphia and the first multilateralist,

Christiaan

on global warming. The rain
and stormy winds prohibited

uch interaction and we | We just got news that an effort is

stopped around 2 PM, beaten

by the elements. On Sunday, undenNay to create a new museum,

our board member Marietta

Tanner and | presented thel £t he OENVI
UNA-GP chapter and its goals

for the interested at the Unitar- in ph||ade|ph|a More about it in

ian Church on Lincoln Drive.
Given the amount of other

things to tel!]l I Wi ithe W?B(E'?%V‘égetuﬂ"

sionPeace
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Old News, Still LARGE Expectations Worldwide:
Obama Wins Nobel Peace Prize

resident Barack Obama attention and given its people 'Now is the time for all of us to
won the 2009 Nobel Peace hope for a better future,” take our share of responsibility
Prize on Friday for "his extraor- Thorbjoern Jagland, chairman for a global response to global
dinary efforts to strengthen in- of the Nobel Committee said. challenges.™
ternational diplomacy and co- "In the past year Obama has "The exciting and important
operation between peoples,” the been a key person for important thing about this prize is that it's
Norwegian Nobel Committee initiatives in the U.N. for nu- given to someone ... who has
said, citing his outreach to the clear disarmament and to set athe [political] power to contrib-
Muslim world and attempts to completely new agenda for the ute to peace,” Norwegian Prime
curb nuclear proliferation. Muslim world and EasW¥West Minister Jens Stoltenberg said.
"Only very rarely has a per- relations."
son to the same extent as He added that the committee
Obama captured the world's endorsed "Obama's appeal that

UN Day tions, from the Himalayas to We did our work on this
. the Great Barrier Reef, all front at Rittenhouse Square,

and 350Philly centered on the number 350. where wind and rain made the
Their goal: kick the politi- efforts all the more inspiring.

n UN DAY 2009, Satur- cians out of KStreet, march  Around 2PM the volunteers of
day, the environmental them all to EStreet, which  the Ethical Society and the
activists tried something new happens to be in Copenhagen, UNA-GP called it a day. Next
with the goal of prodding coun- and lock them in the confer- year, expect another effort.
tries to get serious about reach-ence room until they have Meanwhile, start thinking about
ing an international climate ac- signed the action documents your carbon footprint.
cord: a synchronized burst of necessary for our grandkids to
more than 4,300 demonstra- have a life.

Supporters of 350Philly on Independence Mall Volunteers of the 11AM shift in front of the Ethical Society:
350: the mottoTheir Future; Our Choice.
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